
Immunization Program Provider 
Update: COVID-19 vaccine for 6 months 
through 4/5 years

06/21/2022

Merideth Plumpton, RN - Nurse Program Coordinator
Meghan Knowles – Provider Communication and Training Coordinator



Agenda – 06/21/2022

COVID-19 for 6 months through 4/5 years
• ACIP recommended schedule
• Vermont implementation
• Ordering guidance
• Storage and handling 
• Administration
• Resources

Other COVID-19 vaccine information
• Moderna for 6 through 17 years
• Janssen vaccine
• Novavax

Contact Information

• Ordering, vaccine storage and handling, vaccine-
specific information: 
AHS.VDHImmunizationProgram@vermont.gov

• Immunization registry and reporting questions: 
IMR@vermont.gov

• Program updates available on the Vaccine 
Information for Health Care Professionals Page: 
www.healthvermont.gov/disease-
control/immunization-providers#vvpupdate
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Slides and recording will be posted by end of the day at www.healthvermont.gov/COVID19-vaccine-healthpros#resources

mailto:AHS.VDHImmunizationProgram@vermont.gov
mailto:IMR@vermont.gov
http://www.healthvermont.gov/disease-control/immunization-providers#vvpupdate
http://www.healthvermont.gov/COVID19-vaccine-healthpros#resources


ACIP Recommendations
Merideth Plumpton – Nurse Program Manager 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Approval Process
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ACIP Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine Updates

• June 18, 2022 ACIP Interim Clinical Considerations Update for Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine 
slide deck: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2022-06-17-18/04-
COVID-Hall-508.pdf

• Interim Clinical Considerations: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-
considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html

• At-A-Glance COVID-19 Vaccination Schedule: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-
19/downloads/COVID-19-vacc-schedule-at-a-glance-508.pdf
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http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2022-06-17-18/04-COVID-Hall-508.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-vacc-schedule-at-a-glance-508.pdf
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Considerations for Extended Intervals
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Longer Interval
• Studies have shown the small risk of myocarditis associated with mRNA COVID-19 vaccines might 

be reduced and peak antibody responses and vaccine effectiveness may be increased with an 
interval longer than 4 weeks. Extending the interval beyond 8 weeks has not been shown to 
provide additional benefit.

An 8-week interval may be optimal for people who are not moderately or severely 
immunocompromised and ages 5-64 years, especially for males ages 12–39 years. 

Shorter Interval:
• Immunocompromised
• Are at high-risk for severe disease, or live with others who are
• High community levels
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Vermont Implementation
Merideth Plumpton – Nurse Program Manager 
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COVID-19 vaccine for those 6 months through 5 years - Vermont 
implementation

~26,000 total patients are newly eligible (6 months 
through 4 years old)

• Medical homes will be the primary vaccinators
• Pharmacies can only vaccinate age 3 and older, and 

few are participating for these ages
• Community walk-in clinics are limited. Information can 

be found on the Getting the COVID-19 Vaccine
webpage.

• Offices of Local Health will focus on vaccinating WIC 
participants and equity clinics. WIC families accounts 
for ~8,000 individuals in this age range. 
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/getting-covid-19-vaccine


Follow-up with provider offices

Normalize the COVID-19 vaccine.
• If you offer other state supplied vaccines, you should be offering COVID-19 as 

well. The Immunization Program is here to help if you find this challenging.
• COVID-19 vaccine should be a part of your conversations with patients, the same 

as you would offer Flu or other indicated vaccines.  
• If you are not offering the COVID-19 vaccine, you should be aware of other 

opportunities in your community and assist patients with access.

Outreach has been ongoing with Vermont health care providers. We will be 
contacting offices who indicated they were planning to serve their youngest 
populations but did not order any vaccine in June. 

13Vermont Department of Health



Ordering Guidance
Meghan Knowles – Provider Communication and Training
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Starting June 27, order what you need

• Expect plenty of supply. Check VIMS to confirm approved order quantity and delivery 
type.

• March Immunization Program Training covers specifics on ordering
• Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9msC5c8d4s
• Slides: Immunization Program COVID-19 Vaccine Training
• COVID-19 Ordering Guidance Resource

• Order Status and Shipment Tracking
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9msC5c8d4s
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-VVP-COVID19-Vaccine-Training-03.22.2022.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-COVID19-Vaccine-Ordering-Guidance.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-Order-Status-and-Shipment-Tracking.pdf


General Ordering Reminders

• You can place your COVID-19 orders anytime you need, but 
should plan to order around the monthly reconciliation of your 
inventory

• Track and document all wasted vaccine – It is expected and 
ok!
• Opened vial = No eligible person
• Unopened vial = Expired
• No Returns
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Storage and Handling
Meghan Knowles – Provider Communication and Training
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Accepting Deliveries

Depot Deliveries
Pfizer + Moderna
• Will come refrigerated, place in state 

monitored refrigerator
• DO NOT REFREEZE
• BUD will be on delivery. Label all vaccine 

clearly.
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Direct Shipments
Pfizer
• Will come frozen, place in state monitored 

refrigerator unless UTC storage (-90 C to -
60 C) is available

• DO NOT PLACE IN STANDARD FREEZER
• BUD based on when vaccine enters 

refrigerator. Label all vaccine clearly.
Moderna
• Will come frozen. Place in state monitored 

Refrigerator OR Freezer
• Refrigerator: BUD based on when vaccine 

enters unit. Label all vaccine clearly
• Freezer: No BUD. Vaccine good through 

expiration



Moderna Direct Deliveries – Return of Shippers
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• Remove vaccine and put all packing/cooling items back in the 
box

• Return label is included on the INSIDE flap. Fill it out and tape 
box up as the outside flap. 

• Contact UPS for pick-up. 



Pfizer Direct Deliveries – Return of Temperature Device
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Pfizer
• A few types of Pfizer 

shippers are 
available. Some may 
ask to be returned. 

• All will ask to at least 
return the 
temperature device. 
Instructions will be 
included.



Pfizer 
Storage
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EUAS
Pfizer-BioNTech, 
maroon cap (6m -
4 years) 

Pfizer-BioNTech, 
orange cap (5 - 11 
years) 

Pfizer-BioNTech, 
gray cap (12+ 
years) 

Quick Guide
formulation-guide 
(pfizer.com)

Doses/vial

Min for Direct shipment

6 – do not dilute 10 after dilution 10 after dilution

300 doses/50 
vials

100 doses/10 
vials

100 doses/10 
vials

https://www.fda.gov/media/159312/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/153714/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/153715/download
https://webfiles.pfizer.com/formulation-guide


Pfizer Labeling– Many Errors
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Pfizer Training

Pfizer Vaccines US Medical Affairs hosts daily Medical Updates & Immunization Site Training for All 
Healthcare Providers.

In addition to medical updates, sessions will focus on vaccine storage, handling, and administration of 
vaccines all three vaccine formulations.

These sessions will be updated to reflect new information and changes that evolve. Updates will be 
identified at the start of each session and explained during each presentation.

For a list of training sessions, including links and instructions for registration, visit the Pfizer training 
website - https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates

https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates
https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates


Moderna Storage 
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EUAS
Moderna, magenta border 
(6m – 5 years)

Moderna, light blue border 
(12+ years)
Note: this formulation is 
currently only approved for 
18+ and may not be 
administered to those 12-
17 years. 

Doses/vial
Min for Direct shipment

10 – do not dilute
100 doses/10 vials

https://www.fda.gov/media/159307/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/157233/download


Moderna Labeling
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Develop a System That Works for You
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- Color coded labeling, bins, and binders

- Make specific people responsible for tracking 
BUD. Have it written into their job duties and 
give them appropriate time. 

- Everyone administering is responsible to 
understand BUD and storage limitations. Keep 
each other accountable. Double/triple checks. CDC’s COVID-19 Vaccine Product 

Information webpage has BUD labels and 
guidance.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html


When an issue is found…
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• Always contact the main inbox or call the main line. Do not 
contact an individual for anything time sensitive. 
• AHS.VDHImmunizationProgram@vermont.gov
• 802-863-7638

mailto:AHS.VDHImmunizationProgram@vermont.gov


Storage and Handling Resources

VDH Resources: 
Receipt and Management of COVID-19 Vaccine
COVID-19 Vaccine Expiration Date and BUD Guidance
Vaccine Carrier Borrowing Program
Vaccine Storage and Handling for Off-site Clinic Guidance
Temperature Excursion Protocol

CDC/Manufacturer Resources: U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Product Information | CDC
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-COVID19-Receipt-and-Management.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-COVID19-Expiration-Date-BUD-Guidance.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-Vaccine-Carrier-Program.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Vaccine-Off-Site-Clinic-Guidance.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Vaccine-Temp-Excursion-Protocol.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html


Administration
Merideth Plumpton – Nurse Program Manager 
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Moderna Dose Preparation
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Moderna Dose Preparation
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Transitioning from a younger to older age group
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People should receive the recommended age-appropriate vaccine 
dosage based on their age on the day of vaccination. If a person moves 
from a younger age group to an older age group during the primary 
series or between the primary series and receipt of the booster dose(s), 
they should receive the vaccine product and dosage for the older age 
group for all subsequent doses.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-
interchangeability:~:text=People%20should%20receive,all%20subsequent%20doses

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-interchangeability:%7E:text=People%20should%20receive,all%20subsequent%20doses


33

Pfizer Only



Moderna Dose Preparation
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Administration

Administering Vaccines: Dose, Route, Site, and Needle Size (immunize.org)
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https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3085.pdf


Coadministration of COVID Vaccines and Routine Vaccines 

COVID-19 vaccines may be administered without regard to timing of other vaccines. 
This includes simultaneous administration of COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines on 
the same day.

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-
interchangeability:~:text=Coadministration%20of%20COVID%2D19%20vaccines%20with%20other%20v
accines
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http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-interchangeability:%7E:text=Coadministration%20of%20COVID%2D19%20vaccines%20with%20other%20vaccines


37Vermont Department of Health

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-
interchangeability:~:text=Appendix%20C.%20Vaccine%20administration%20errors%20and%20deviations

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-interchangeability:%7E:text=Appendix%20C.%20Vaccine%20administration%20errors%20and%20deviations


Fully Vaccinated vs. Up to Date
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• CDC recommends COVID-19 primary series vaccines for everyone ages 6 months 
and older, and COVID-19 boosters for everyone ages 5 years and older, if eligible.

• People who are moderately or severely immunocompromised have specific 
recommendations for COVID-19 vaccines, including boosters. Learn more 
about COVID-19 vaccine recommendations for people who are moderately or 
severely immunocompromised.

• Use CDC’s COVID-19 booster tool to learn if and when you can get boosters to stay 
up to date with your COVID-19 vaccines.

• The following COVID-19 vaccine and booster recommendations may be updated as 
CDC continues to use the latest data related to safety and how well vaccines work, 
including over time and against new variants.

Stay Up to Date with Your COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html#recommendations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html


v-safe
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v-safe print resources

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe/printresources.html


Observation Period
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CDC recommends the following observation periods after COVID-19 vaccination:

•30 minutes:
• People with a contraindication to a different type of COVID-19 vaccine. 
• History of non-severe, immediate (onset within 4 hours) allergic reaction after a 

previous dose of COVID-19 vaccine.
• History of an immediate allergic reaction of any severity to non-COVID-19 

vaccines or injectable therapies.
• History of anaphylaxis due to any cause.

•15 minutes: All other people



Ancillary Supplies (Pfizer)

41Vermont Department of Health



Ancillary Supplies (Moderna)
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An ancillary kit with supplies will be provided for administering the vaccine. 

Administration supplies include needles, syringes, sterile alcohol prep pads, 
vaccination record cards (shot cards), and some PPE. 

The kit is delivered separately from the vaccine. Unpack the kit and check for 
receipt of the correct administration supplies and quantities.



Moderna for 6 – 17 years
Merideth Plumpton – Nurse Program Manager 
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Moderna ages 6 though 11, and 12 through 17
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On June 14, 2022, VRBPAC recommended authorization of Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
2-dose series for children 6-11 years and 12-17years. ACIP will meet on June 22 and 
23. 

No Moderna vaccine should be given to children 6 through 17 years until 
CDC provides a recommendation. 

• Data on a 3rd dose for both groups is likely to be submitted to the FDA for consideration in mid-July 
2022. 

• Moderna 12-17 years (100mg): Same formulation as current 18+ formulation. Once approved, the 
current product (Red Cap, Blue Label) may be used for 12+. 

• Moderna 6-11 years (50mg) will be a new product with a unique NDC. 



Janssen and Novavax
Merideth Plumpton – Nurse Program Manager 
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FDA Limits use of Janssen COVID Vaccine

• May 5th, FDA limited use of Janssen COVID-19 vaccine to those 18 and older 
for whom other vaccines are not accessible or clinically appropriate, or those 
who choose to receive Janssen because they would otherwise not get 
vaccinated. FDA cited the risk of rare but potentially life-threatening blood 
clots. 

• CDC talking about sunsetting Janssen COVID vaccine when doses run out

FDA Press Release

Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Vaccine
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https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-limits-use-janssen-covid-19-vaccine-certain-individuals
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download


Novavax COVID Vaccine

• VRBPAC approved Novavax COVID vaccine on 6/7 
• Ongoing discussions about this vaccine product being made available in the 

US this fall
• Not in current CDC contract to purchase any doses

• Will want a non mRNA option once Janssen is no longer available
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Questions?

• Q+A from the chat will be sent by e-mail along with the recording and slide deck.
• Recording of this and past trainings are available on the Vaccine Information for Health 

Care Professionals website.
• Direct all COVID-19 vaccine questions to AHS.VDHImmunizationProgram@vermont.gov. 
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/health-care-professionals/vaccine-information-health-care-professionals
mailto:AHS.VDHImmunizationProgram@vermont.gov


Resources
Meghan Knowles – Provider Communication and Training
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Other training

• COVID-19 Vaccine Training Modules | CDC:

• COVID-19 Vaccine Webinar Series | CDC: Short 15 -20 minutes. Topics range from routine clinical 
and vaccine safety information to guidance for on-site clinic vaccination activities and having 
conversations with vaccine recipients. Each webinar includes self-test practice questions and 
lists additional resources related to the topic discussed. 

• Pfizer Vaccines US Medical Affairs hosts frequent Medical Updates & Immunization Site Training 
for All Healthcare Providers. For a list of training sessions, including links and instructions for 
registration, visit the https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates
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https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/training-education/webinars.html
https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates


COVID-19 Vaccine EUA Fact Sheets

Health Care Providers
Pfizer-BioNTech, maroon cap (6m - 4 years) 
Pfizer-BioNTech, orange cap (5 - 11 years) 
Pfizer-BioNTech, gray cap (12+ years) 
Moderna, lite blue border (12+ years)
Moderna, magenta border (6m – 5 years)
Janssen (J&J) (18+ years)
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Recipients and Caregivers
Pfizer-BioNTech, maroon cap (6m - 4 years) 
Pfizer-BioNTech, orange cap (5 - 11 years) 
Pfizer-BioNTech, gray cap (12+ years) 
Moderna, lite blue border (12+ years)
Moderna, magenta border (6m – 5 years)
Janssen (J&J) (18+ years)

https://www.fda.gov/media/159312/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/153714/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/153715/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/157233/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/159307/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/159313/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/153717/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/153716/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144638/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/159309/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/146305/download


COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling Resources

VDH Resources:
Receipt and Management of COVID-19 Vaccine
COVID-19 Vaccine Expiration Date and BUD Guidance
Vaccine Carrier Borrowing Program
Vaccine Storage and Handling for Off-site Clinic Guidance
Temperature Excursion Protocol

CDC/Manufacturer Resources: U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Product Information | CDC
Storage and Handling Summaries
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-COVID19-Receipt-and-Management.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-COVID19-Expiration-Date-BUD-Guidance.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-IZ-Vaccine-Carrier-Program.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Vaccine-Off-Site-Clinic-Guidance.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Vaccine-Temp-Excursion-Protocol.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html


COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Resources

Vaccine Administration Training | You Call the Shots
Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC
COVID-19 Vaccine Interim COVID-19 Immunization Schedule for Ages 5+ |CDC
COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Errors and Deviations |CDC

CDC/Manufacturer Resources : U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Product Information | CDC
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https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/vaxadmin/va/ce.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-immunization-schedule-ages-5yrs-older.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-vaccine-errors-deviations.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html


Consolidated resources

Checklist of Current Versions of COVID-19 Vaccination Guidance Tools | IAC: A 
frequently updated resources with most recent links to EUAs, schedules, checklists, 
medical orders and CDC summary documents. 

COVID-19 Vaccine: Quick Reference Guide for Healthcare Professionals | CDC: A 
printable table with basic information on the proper storage, preparation, and 
administration of the currently authorized COVID-19 vaccine products.

Summary Document for Interim Clinical Considerations | CDC: A printable table 
summarizing the sections found in the full Interim Clinical Considerations page.  
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https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3130.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/covid19-vaccine-quick-reference-guide-2pages.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/summary-interim-clinical-considerations.pdf
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Talking to Recipients about COVID-19 Vaccination | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html

	Immunization Program Provider Update: COVID-19 vaccine for 6 months through 4/5 years��06/21/2022
	Agenda – 06/21/2022
	Slide Number 3
	COVID-19 Vaccine Approval Process
	ACIP Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine Updates
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Considerations for Extended Intervals
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	COVID-19 vaccine for those 6 months through 5 years - Vermont implementation
	Follow-up with provider offices
	Slide Number 14
	Starting June 27, order what you need
	General Ordering Reminders
	Slide Number 17
	Accepting Deliveries
	Moderna Direct Deliveries – Return of Shippers
	Pfizer Direct Deliveries – Return of Temperature Device
	Pfizer �Storage
	Pfizer Labeling– Many Errors
	Pfizer Training
	Moderna Storage �
	Moderna Labeling
	Develop a System That Works for You
	When an issue is found…
	Storage and Handling Resources
	Slide Number 29
	Moderna Dose Preparation
	Moderna Dose Preparation
	Transitioning from a younger to older age group
	Slide Number 33
	Moderna Dose Preparation
	Administration
	Coadministration of COVID Vaccines and Routine Vaccines 
	Slide Number 37
	Fully Vaccinated vs. Up to Date
	v-safe
	Observation Period
	Ancillary Supplies (Pfizer)
	Ancillary Supplies (Moderna)
	Slide Number 43
	Moderna ages 6 though 11, and 12 through 17
	Slide Number 45
	FDA Limits use of Janssen COVID Vaccine
	Novavax COVID Vaccine
	Questions?
	Slide Number 49
	Other training
	COVID-19 Vaccine EUA Fact Sheets
	COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling Resources
	COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Resources
	Consolidated resources
	Slide Number 55

