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During this webinar, we will:

Hear from Vermont colleges about their experience preparing 
for and managing cases of COVID-19 on campus.

1 

Share an overview of the Health Department’s contact tracing 

and outbreak prevention efforts on college campuses, hear about 

testing in Vermont, and get the latest on vaccine development.

2 

Answer your questions!3 
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Where We Are Now



New Daily COVID-19 Cases, per Million Residents (July 22, 2020)

5Vermont Department of Health Source: New York Times Morning Briefing 7/23/20



The Vermont Travel Map (mid-August 2020)

6Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development

https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/cross-state-travel


Vermont COVID-19 Dashboard

7Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Health

https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/coronavirus-covid-19/current-activity-vermont


Vermont County Maps:
Cumulative Cases, Recent Cases and Case Rate

8Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Health

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/85f43bd849e743cb957993a545d17170


Which places have the greatest number of new daily cases?
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Source: NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/01/816707182/map-tracking-the-spread-of-the-coronavirus-in-the-u-s#map


College Testing Results



Weekly Test Results for Vermont Colleges & Universities 
(August 21-September 28, 2020) 

11Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Financial Regulation 

https://dfr.vermont.gov/sites/finreg/files/doc_library/dfr-covid19-modeling-092920.pdf


Cumulative Test Results for Vermont Colleges & Universities 
(as of September 28, 2020)

12Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Financial Regulation 

https://dfr.vermont.gov/sites/finreg/files/doc_library/dfr-covid19-modeling-092920.pdf


Northern New England Higher Education Testing Results 

13Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Financial Regulation

https://dfr.vermont.gov/sites/finreg/files/doc_library/dfr-covid19-modeling-092920.pdf


Vermont colleges and universities have the lowest infection rates 
in the United States.

14Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Financial Regulation 

https://dfr.vermont.gov/sites/finreg/files/doc_library/dfr-covid19-modeling-092920.pdf


Individual Test Results 
for Vermont Colleges 
(as of Sept. 28, 2020)

Note: Goddard College & Community 
College of Vermont are remote for 
Fall 2020.

*   Reconciling data that could 
possibly move up to 6 cases from 
the UVM count.

** Remove learning for Fall 2020. 
Some students using campus 
facilities.

15Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Financial Regulation 

College/University

(click to access public 

dashboard/information if 

available)

Total Tests Total Positives

Middlebury College 6,735 2

University of Vermont 50,065 28*

Norwich University 7,013 5

Northern Vermont University 2,896 0

Castleton University 1,203 2

Vermont Technical College 408 3

Saint Michael’s College 2,529 1

Sterling College 86 0

Champlain College 6,898 2

Bennington College 2,386 3

Vermont College of Fine Arts 7 0

Vermont Law School** 161 0

Landmark College 877 1

Albany College of Pharmacy 99 0

TOTALS 81,363 47

https://dfr.vermont.gov/sites/finreg/files/doc_library/dfr-covid19-modeling-092920.pdf
https://www.middlebury.edu/office/midd2021/covid-reporting-dashboard
https://www.uvm.edu/returntocampus/uvm-weekly-testing-report
https://www.norwich.edu/news/psa
https://www.northernvermont.edu/nvu-during-covid-19
https://www.castleton.edu/covid-19-coronavirus-updates/covid-19-test-results
https://www.vtc.edu/update-on-the-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.smcvt.edu/return-to-campus/
https://view.champlain.edu/champlain-college-covid-19-testing-dashboard/
https://bennington.edu/covid-19-updates-and-information
https://landmark.edu/student-life/health-counseling-wellness/covid-19/covid-19-dashboard
https://acphs.edu/health-safety


How We Got Here



Highlights from the “Safe and Healthy Return to Campus” Guide

17Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development

https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/College%20Restart%20Plan%20Updated%202020-09-01.pdf


Student Behavior, Health Pledges, and a Strong Desire to Be Here

18Vermont Department of Health Source: WCAX & Bennington College

https://www.wcax.com/2020/09/17/uvm-students-sticking-to-covid-pledge-bar-owners-sour-on-early-closures/
https://www.bennington.edu/commitment-of-shared-responsibility#:~:text=We%2C%20the%20faculty%2C%20staff%2C,us%20directly%20impacts%20the%20health
https://www.wcax.com/2020/09/17/uvm-students-sticking-to-covid-pledge-bar-owners-sour-on-early-closures/
https://www.bennington.edu/commitment-of-shared-responsibility#:~:text=We%2C%20the%20faculty%2C%20staff%2C,us%20directly%20impacts%20the%20health


Looking Ahead



The New York Times reported a fall surge on Sept. 22, 2020.

20Vermont Department of Health Source: New York Times Morning Briefing 9/22/20



The national trend varies by region. The Northeast is stable.

21Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Financial Regulation 

https://dfr.vermont.gov/sites/finreg/files/doc_library/dfr-covid19-modeling-092920.pdf


Vermont Forecast: September 29 – November 3

22Vermont Department of Health Source: Vermont Department of Financial Regulation 

https://dfr.vermont.gov/sites/finreg/files/doc_library/dfr-covid19-modeling-092920.pdf


Metrics Monitored Closely and Impacts of Closing on Students

23Vermont Department of Health Source:  The Chronicle of Higher Education

https://www.chronicle.com/article/when-coronavirus-closes-colleges-some-students-lose-hot-meals-health-care-and-a-place-to-sleep/


The Health Department’s Role



The Health Department prepares for and responds to public health 
emergencies by using fundamental epidemiological tools and concepts.
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Prevention
Contact 
Tracing

Isolation

Quarantine
Outbreak 
Response

Testing



How does the Health Department conduct contact tracing at 
Vermont colleges?

• A team lead of the Health Department’s Contact Tracing Team 
contacts the college.

• Ideally within 24 hours, contact tracers reach out to cases and the 
people they were in close contact with to determine their level of 
risk, and to provide information on isolation and quarantine.

• The team follows up with the college with relevant information 
from the interviews and develops a plan together.

• The contact tracing team works closely with the college until the 
period of concern is over.
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How does outbreak prevention and management work at Vermont 
colleges?

• Typically, the Health Department’s Outbreak Prevention and 
Response Team is activated even when there is a single case in 
congregate settings like a college dorm or classroom.

• In the event of an outbreak, we provide ongoing support, starting 
with collecting and developing line lists and recommending 
broader testing on a case by case basis. 

• We work closely with partners, like the Contact Tracing Team and 
college representatives, to make decisions regarding next steps.

• Every situation is different and requires a unique response.
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Testing: Who, Where and When

• While anyone can get tested, not everyone needs to get tested. 

• The Health Department recommends testing for:
• People with COVID-19 symptoms

• People who have had close contact (within 6 feet for about 15 minutes or 
more) with someone who tested positive for COVID-19

• People who are referred by their health care provider for testing for 
another reason.

• “Close contact” may not be what you think it is.

• Timing is important!

• New from CDC: Testing, Screening, and Outbreak Response for 
Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs)
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/ihe-testing.html


COVID-19 Vaccine Development Update

• Many vaccine candidates being studied

• Safety and efficacy are the priorities

• Not likely to have widely available vaccine for several months

• There will be prioritized groups to receive the vaccine

• Health Department is preparing now so we will be ready when the 
vaccine is available
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Q&A



Understanding COVID-19 Risk on Campus

• How does a contact tracer consider a classroom 
exposure with respect to students and teachers being a 
close contact?

• What is the risk to a faculty member teaching 1-2 in-
person courses a semester?  How does it compare to a 
coach, cashier, or custodian?
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Restrictions & Prevention Measures at Colleges

• Why are Vermont colleges continuing restrictive 
measures like travel and visitor restrictions when the 
number of infections are so low?

• College-aged students don’t seem to get too sick from 
COVID-19, and rates seem really low right now in 
Vermont, so why are Vermont colleges being so 
conservative?

• Why not just test everyone multiple times a week and 
let them live normally?
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Student Mental Health

• Are Vermont colleges aware of the mental health impact 
the restrictions are having on students?
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Collaboration Between Colleges, Towns, and the Health Department

• How would Vermont colleges and the Department of 
Health work together with a local town in the event that 
there was an outbreak of COVID-19 on a campus?
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Break & Spring Semester

• How are Vermont colleges going to send students home 
safely at the end of the term?

• How will Vermont colleges bring students back safely for 
the next semester?
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COVID-19 Vaccine

• Will Vermont and /or colleges make a COVID-19 vaccine 
mandatory?

• How long will immunity from a vaccine last?

• How effective would a COVID vaccine have to be to 
achieve "herd" immunity?
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Thank you!

Webinar recording and slides available soon at 

healthvermont.gov/COVID19-colleges


