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substance use disorder may authorize renewal of a patient’s existing 

buprenorphine prescription without requiring an office visit.

Sec. 13.  24-HOUR FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS; BED-HOLD DAYS

During a declared state of emergency in Vermont as a result of COVID-19

Through March 31, 2021, to the extent permitted under federal law, the 

Agency of Human Services may reimburse Medicaid-funded long-term care 

facilities and other programs providing 24-hour per day services for their bed-

hold days.

* * * Regulation of Professions * * *

* * *

Sec. 17.  OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; BOARD OF 

MEDICAL PRACTICE; OUT-OF-STATE HEALTH CARE 

PROFESSIONALS

(a)  Notwithstanding any provision of Vermont’s professional licensure 

statutes or rules to the contrary, during a declared state of emergency in 

Vermont as a result of COVID-19 through March 31, 2021, a health care 

professional, including a mental health professional, who holds a valid license, 

certificate, or registration to provide health care services in any other U.S. 

jurisdiction shall be deemed to be licensed, certified, or registered to provide 

health care services, including mental health services, to a patient located in 

Vermont using telehealth or as part of the staff of a licensed facility, provided 

the health care professional:
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(1)  is licensed, certified, or registered in good standing in the other U.S. 

jurisdiction or jurisdictions in which the health care professional holds a 

license, certificate, or registration;

(2)  is not subject to any professional disciplinary proceedings in any 

other U.S. jurisdiction; and

(3)  is not affirmatively barred from practice in Vermont for reasons of 

fraud or abuse, patient care, or public safety.  

(b)  A health care professional who plans to provide health care services in 

Vermont as part of the staff of a licensed facility shall submit or have 

submitted on the individual’s behalf the individual’s name, contact 

information, and the location or locations at which the individual will be 

practicing to:

(1)  the Board of Medical Practice for medical doctors, physician 

assistants, and podiatrists; or 

(2)  the Office of Professional Regulation for all other health care

professions.

(c)  A health care professional who delivers health care services in Vermont 

pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be subject to the imputed 

jurisdiction of the Board of Medical Practice or the Office of Professional 

Regulation, as applicable based on the health care professional’s profession, in 

accordance with Sec. 19 of this act. 
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(d)  This section shall remain in effect until the termination of the declared 

state of emergency in Vermont as a result of COVID-19 and through March 

31, 2021, provided the health care professional remains licensed, certified, or 

registered in good standing.    

Sec. 18.  RETIRED HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS; BOARD OF 

MEDICAL PRACTICE; OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

REGULATION 

(a)(1)  During a declared state of emergency in Vermont as a result of 

COVID-19 Through March 31, 2021, a former health care professional, 

including a mental health professional, who retired not more than three years 

earlier with the individual’s Vermont license, certificate, or registration in 

good standing may provide health care services, including mental health 

services, to a patient located in Vermont using telehealth or as part of the staff 

of a licensed facility after submitting, or having submitted on the individual’s

behalf, to the Board of Medical Practice or Office of Professional Regulation, 

as applicable, the individual’s name, contact information, and the location or 

locations at which the individual will be practicing.  

(2)  A former health care professional who returns to the Vermont health 

care workforce pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the regulatory 

jurisdiction of the Board of Medical Practice or the Office of Professional 

Regulation, as applicable.
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(b)  During a declared state of emergency in Vermont as a result of COVID-

19 Through March 31, 2021, the Board of Medical Practice and the Office of 

Professional Regulation may permit former health care professionals, including 

mental health professionals, who retired more than three but less than 10 years 

earlier with their Vermont license, certificate, or registration in good standing 

to return to the health care workforce on a temporary basis to provide health 

care services, including mental health services, to patients in Vermont.  The 

Board of Medical Practice and Office of Professional Regulation may issue 

temporary licenses to these individuals at no charge and may impose 

limitations on the scope of practice of returning health care professionals as the 

Board or Office deems appropriate.

Sec. 19.  OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; BOARD OF 

MEDICAL PRACTICE; IMPUTED JURISDICTION

A practitioner of a profession or professional activity regulated by Title 26 

of the Vermont Statutes Annotated who provides regulated professional 

services to a patient in the State of Vermont without holding a Vermont 

license, as may be authorized in during or after a declared state of emergency, 

is deemed to consent to, and shall be subject to, the regulatory and disciplinary 

jurisdiction of the Vermont regulatory agency or body having jurisdiction over 

the regulated profession or professional activity.
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Sec. 20.  OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; BOARD OF 

MEDICAL PRACTICE; EMERGENCY AUTHORITY TO ACT 

FOR REGULATORY BOARDS 

(a)(1)  During a declared state of emergency in Vermont as a result of 

COVID-19 Through March 31, 2021, if the Director of Professional 

Regulation finds that a regulatory body attached to the Office of Professional 

Regulation by 3 V.S.A. § 122 cannot reasonably, safely, and expeditiously 

convene a quorum to transact business, the Director may exercise the full 

powers and authorities of that regulatory body, including disciplinary 

authority.  

(2)  During a declared state of emergency in Vermont as a result of 

COVID-19 Through March 31, 2021, if the Executive Director of the Board of 

Medical Practice finds that the Board cannot reasonably, safely, and 

expeditiously convene a quorum to transact business, the Executive Director 

may exercise the full powers and authorities of the Board, including 

disciplinary authority.  

(b)  The signature of the Director of the Office of Professional Regulation 

or of the Executive Director of the Board of Medical Practice shall have the 

same force and effect as a voted act of their respective boards.  

(c)(1)  A record of the actions of the Director of the Office of Professional 

Regulation taken pursuant to the authority granted by this section shall be 
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published conspicuously on the website of the regulatory body on whose 

behalf the Director took the action.  

(2)  A record of the actions of the Executive Director of the Board of 

Medical Practice taken pursuant to the authority granted by this section shall 

be published conspicuously on the website of the Board of Medical Practice.

Sec. 21.  OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; BOARD OF 

MEDICAL PRACTICE; EMERGENCY REGULATORY 

ORDERS 

During a declared state of emergency in Vermont as a result of COVID-19

Through March 31, 2021, the Director of Professional Regulation and the 

Commissioner of Health may issue such orders governing regulated 

professional activities and practices as may be necessary to protect the public 

health, safety, and welfare.  If the Director or Commissioner finds that a 

professional practice, act, offering, therapy, or procedure by persons licensed 

or required to be licensed by Title 26 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated is 

exploitative, deceptive, or detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare, 

or a combination of these, the Director or Commissioner may issue an order to 

cease and desist from the applicable activity, which, after reasonable efforts to 

publicize or serve the order on the affected persons, shall be binding upon all 

persons licensed or required to be licensed by Title 26 of the Vermont Statutes 

Annotated, and a violation of the order shall subject the person or persons to 
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professional discipline, may be a basis for injunction by the Superior Court, 

and shall be deemed a violation of 3 V.S.A. § 127.

* * *

* * * Telehealth * * *

* * *

Sec. 26.  WAIVER OF CERTAIN TELEHEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

DURING STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR A LIMITED TIME

Notwithstanding any provision of 8 V.S.A. § 4100k or 18 V.S.A. § 9361 to 

the contrary, during a declared state of emergency in Vermont as a result of 

COVID-19 through March 31, 2021, the following provisions related to the 

delivery of health care services through telemedicine or by store-and-forward 

means shall not be required, to the extent their waiver is permitted by federal 

law:

(1)  delivering health care services, including dental services, using a 

connection that complies with the requirements of the Health Insurance 

Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-191 in accordance 

with 8 V.S.A. § 4100k(i), as amended by this act, if it is not practicable to use 

such a connection under the circumstances; 

(2)  representing to a patient that the health care services, including 

dental services, will be delivered using a connection that complies with the 

requirements of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 


