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prevention of child abuse and neglect through early interventions with

high-risk families that develop family strengths and reduce the impact of

adverse childhood experiences. The Secretary shall make recommendations in

the FY 2017 budget that reflect the utilization of these models.

*** Human Services; Child Welfare Services; Definitions * * *
Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A. §4912 is amended to read:
§ 4912. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Abused or neglected child” means a child whose physical health,
psychological growth and development, or welfare is harmed or is at
substantial risk of harm by the acts or omissions of his or her parent or other
person responsible for the child’s welfare. An “abused or neglected child” also
means a child who is sexually abused or at substantial risk of sexual abuse by

any person and a child who has died as a result of abuse or neglect.

* * *

(14) “Risk of harm” means a significant danger that a child will suffer

serious harm by other than by accidental means, which harm would be likely to

cause physical injury, neglect-emotional-maltreatment; or sexual abuse,

including as the result of:

(A) asingle, egregious act that has caused the child to be at

significant risk of serious physical injury;
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(B) the production or preproduction of methamphetamines when a

child is actually present;

(C) failing to provide supervision or care appropriate for the child’s

age or development and, as a result, the child is at significant risk of serious

physical injury;

(D) failing to provide supervision or care appropriate for the child’s

age or development due to use of illegal substances, or misuse of prescription

drugs or alcohol;

(E) failing to supervise appropriately a child in a situation in which

drugs, alcohol, or drug paraphernalia are accessible to the child; and

(F) a reqistered sex offender or person substantiated for sexually

abusing a child residing with or spending unsupervised time with a child.

(15) “Sexual abuse” consists of any act or acts by any person involving

sexual molestation or exploitation of a child, including:

(A) incest;;

(B) prostitution;;

(C) rapes;

(D) sodomys;

(E) erany lewd and lascivious conduct involving a child—Sexuat
abuse also includes the;

(F) aiding, abetting, counseling, hiring, or procuring of a child to

perform or participate in any photograph, motion picture, exhibition, show,

VT LEG #309788 v.1



No. 60 Page 5 of 50
2015

representation, or other presentation which, in whole or in part, depicts sexual
conduct, sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse involving a child;

(G) viewing, possessing, or transmitting child pornography, with the

exclusion of the exchange of images between mutually consenting minors,

including the minor whose image is exchanged;

(H) human trafficking;

(1) sexual assault;

(J) voyeurism;

(K) luring a child; or

(L) obscenity.

* * *

(17) “Serious physical injury” means, by other than accidental means:

(A) physical injury that creates any of the following:

(i) a substantial risk of death;

(ii) a substantial loss or impairment of the function of any bodily

member or organ;

(iii) a substantial impairment of health; or

(iv) substantial disfigurement; or

(B) strangulation by intentionally impeding normal breathing or

circulation of the blood by applying pressure on the throat or neck or by

blocking the nose or mouth of another person.
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