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BURLINGTON - State agencies and local partners are gearing up for summer cyanobacteria monitoring on Lake
Champlain.

Annual monitoring efforts by the Vermont Department of Health, the Department of Environmental Conservation and
the Lake Champlain Committee (LCC) will be guided by new advice from the EPA on blue-green algae toxins in
drinking water.

“We welcome the new science-based guidance from EPA, and will use it to determine the appropriate advisory level to
protect the health of Vermonters,” said Health Department State Toxicologist Sarah Vose, PhD.

The departments of Health and Environmental Conservation and LCC have partnered to train drinking water operators
on blue-green algae monitoring for the past several years, so that public water systems are prepared for blue-green
algae blooms. The Health Department laboratory is also equipped to test for cyanobacteria toxins.

This summer, drinking water operators on Lake Champlain will routinely monitor their raw and treated water for toxins.

“DEC will be working with any water system providers that find toxins in their water to manage the threat to drinking
water,” said Ellen Parr-Doering, assistant director of the Drinking Water and Ground Water Protection Division.

Drinking water containing blue-green algae toxins can cause stomach problems and liver damage in humans and pets.
Health and environmental officials plan to review the EPA guidance and incorporate it into Vermont’s existing advisory
levels for blue-green algae toxins in drinking water. The updated advisory levels are expected to be in place by early
summer.

Blue-green algae occurs naturally in the waters of Vermont, including in Lake Champlain, and thrives in nutrient-rich
conditions. The algae can multiply rapidly in warm conditions.

Parr-Doering noted, “Source protection is the first line of defense for safe drinking water. Everyone should remember
that keeping nutrients like phosphorus out of our lakes and reservoirs is one of the most important steps we can take to
protect our drinking water.”

http://healthvermont.gov/news/2015/051215_bga_epa.aspx 1/2


http://healthvermont.gov/index.aspx

11/22/2016 Vermont to Review New EPA Guidance for Lake Champlain Blue-Green Algae Toxins
HiH

For health news, alerts and information - visit healthvermont.gov
Join us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

HHH

Vermont Department of Health | 108 Cherry Street | Burlington, VT 05402
Voice: 802-863-7200 | In Vermont 800-464-4343 | Fax: 802-865-7754 | TTY/TDD: Dial 711 first
Health Care Provider Infectious Disease Reporting: 802-863-7240 or 800-640-4374
|11]]Web Browser

http://healthvermont.gov/news/2015/051215_bga_epa.aspx

22


http://healthvermont.gov/index.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/HealthVermont
http://twitter.com/#!/healthvermont
http://healthvermont.gov/web_policy/browser.aspx

