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BURLINGTON - Vermont has a new resource to talk to children about the influence of the
tobacco industry in retail stores. The CounterBalance campaign by the Vermont Department of

Health was created to educate parents and raise awareness about how the tobacco industry cu UNTER
targets youth with advertising at retail stores.

The campaign will use multiple channels including television, the web, and social media to prevent B A I. ANCE
a next generation of tobacco users. Each year, more than 400 Vermont youth become daily
smokers.

“Nearly 90 percent of new tobacco users are under the age of 18, and tobacco companies purposefully try to attract
new smokers with advertisements in retail stores near schools and playgrounds,” said Rhonda Williams, tobacco control
program chief for the Health Department. “It is time to end tobacco’s influence on Vermont’s kids. CounterBalance will
help us do that.”

The centerpiece of the campaign is a new website that includes educational facts, tobacco industry tactics, research,
tips and shareable information for parents and community members.

CounterBalance is the first phase of a longer term initiative by the State of Vermont to specifically address the problem
of underage youth and tobacco use.

To learn more about the new campaign visit: http://counterbalancevt.com/
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