
DOC Opioid Setlement Funding Proposal 
 

1. We es�mate that the cost to switch from subutex pill form to suboxone film will result 
in an addi�onal unfunded budget expense of approximately 1,250,000.00. 

 
The es�mated annual cost of pill form buprenorphine has been $316,000.00.  WellPath 
and their pharmacy vendor, Diamond prices the suboxone film costs at 4x that of the 
subutex pill form.  Addi�onally, we have increased the numbers of days of bridge 
prescrip�ons to ensure that released individuals have sufficient medica�ons to bridge to 
their scheduled appointment.  This way should they miss the appointment they will 
have sufficient medica�on to prevent withdrawal or use of street drugs/overdose un�l 
they can get another community appointment,  be seen at a HUB or Emergency 
Department program or contact WellPath for further assistance. This would need to be 
a mul�year funding request as we would not want to switch medica�ons again within a 
short �meframe- and at the same we are hopeful that costs come down due to generics 
and also marketplace compe��on.  

 
2. Regarding the cost of 1 FTE Analyst for ongoing analysis of Medicaid claims data 

regarding reten�on in buprenorphine MAT post incarcera�on, we reviewed the Salary 
grades of comparable posi�ons in several Departments and found that the salary grades 
ranged from Grade 24-27.  Taking the middle pay grade at step 4 this equates to an 
annualized salary of $70,720.  Benefits are generally es�mated at 20% for an addi�onal 
cost of $14,144 making total salary and benefits $84,864.  The posi�on would be housed 
in either DVHA or VDH to work under the exis�ng MOU analyzing DOC MAT release and 
reten�on in Community based buprenorphine MAT. 

 
3. For the last budget recommenda�on /request which was 2 FTEs to provide statewide 

MAT engagement, reten�on and con�nuity of care analysis using Medicaid claims data 
we would recommend the same employment package cost es�mated at $84, 864.00 x2= 
$169,728 to be allocated to either VDH or DVHA.  
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