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Learning Outcomes

After viewing the presentation, the school 
nurse will be able to:

Ø Identify sources of school health data

Ø Recognize the vital importance and use of 
school health data

Ø Demonstrate each school nurse’s 
responsibility to collect/disseminate data

4



11/15/22

3

Evidence-Based Practice

School nurses need to demonstrate that their practice is 
based on the best evidence available, which is usually data 
obtained from research. Evidence-based practice involves 

combining the best evidence available with nursing 
expertise and patient and family preferences to determine 

optimum care. Evidence-based practice guidelines are 
developed by carefully reviewing the available evidence 

on a topic and synthesizing this information into 
recommendations for practice.

Vermont Department of HealthØ Evidence-Based Practice and School Nursing, Adams, Susan; McCarthy, Ann Marie, 
Journal of School Nursing, v21 n5 p258-265 2005
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WHY Collect Data? 

Ø Data-driven society

Ø SN: Population-based child health data

Ø Target audiences: Stakeholders

Ø The human interest: Tell a story!

Limitation: Data often raise more questions 
than answers

Vermont Department of Health
Anne. H. Sheetz, MA DPH 2005
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https://eric.ed.gov/?q=%22McCarthy+Ann+Marie%22&id=EJ884752
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Uses of School Health Data

Ø Inform stakeholders (funding)

Ø Monitor utilization

Ø Develop policies

Ø Relate health and educational achievement

Ø Implement programs/allocate resources

Ø Monitor performance improvement/outcomes

Ø Provide health indicator surveillance

Vermont Department of Health
Anne H. Sheetz MADPH 2005
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Methods of Data Collection

Ø Electronic Health Record reports
Ø Illness, injury, emotional health, 911 calls, medications administered, 

phone calls to parents, PCP, Return to Class rate, health, and dental 
insurance, etc.

Ø State report submissions
Ø asthma, immunization rates, Children with Special Health Care needs, 

etc.)

Ø Surveys (Youth Risk Behavior)

Ø National Data Sources
Ø (NASN, CDC, etc.)

Ø VT School Nurse Report

Vermont Department of Health https://www.healthvermont.gov/family/school
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Data, Information, Knowledge, and Wisdom

Vermont Department of Health Citation: Nelson, R., (July 21, 2020) "Informatics: Evolution of the Nelson Data, Information, 
Knowledge and Wisdom Model: Part 2" OJIN: The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing Vol. 25, No. 3. 
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Dissemination

Ø Presentations
Ø Parent groups
Ø School board 
Ø Local community 
Ø State Conference
Ø National presentations

Ø Op-Ed in newspaper
Ø Publish an article

Ø Communication with 
legislators

Ø Infographics

Vermont Department of Health
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9DoQ9gY4z4&t=14s
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NCES Data site.
https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/
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https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/
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Vermont School Health Profiles
https://www.healthvermont.gov/health-statistics-vital-records/population-health-surveys-

data/school-health-profiles

Vermont Department of Health

YRBS data and
Immunization data

https://www.healthvermont.go
v/disease-

control/immunization/vaccinati
on-coverage
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/health-statistics-vital-records/population-health-surveys-data/school-health-profiles
https://www.healthvermont.gov/disease-control/immunization/vaccination-coverage
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Resources

Ø Adams S, McCarthy AM. Evidence-Based Practice and School Nursing. The Journal of 
School Nursing. 2005;21(5):258-265. doi:10.1177/10598405050210050301

Ø Yonkaitis C. F. (2018). Evidence-Based Practice and School Nurse Practice: A Review of 
Literature. The Journal of school nursing : the official publication of the National 
Association of School Nurses, 34(1), 60–67. https://doi.org/10.1177/1059840517728108
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/10598405050210050301
https://doi.org/10.1177/10598405050210050301
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28847202/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1059840517728108

