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Review the Framework
Apply it to practice
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Learning Outcomes

After viewing this presentation, the learner will be 
able to:

Ø Recognize the NASN 21st Century Framework for School 
Nursing Practice

Ø Identify the 5 standards of the Framework

Ø Examine the individual standards as they relate to school 
nursing practice

Ø Apply the principles to everyday school nursing practice
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“Care is transforming and shifting as we’re 
sitting here…Nurses have to ensure that 
they are relevant….”

Susan Hassmiller, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (Green,  

2016)
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What message do you want to send?

6http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
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Need for Framework

¨ Lack of theory or overall standard of school nursing
¨ More evidence available
¨ Increased focus on prevention

¨ Increased numbers of medically fragile, complex 
students
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Development of Framework

¨ Review of literature
¨ NASN Board of Directors input
¨ Process for developing theory1

¨ Feedback from practicing SN
¤Online survey, conference feedback

¨ Finalized 
¨ Approval vote by the NASN Board

81Fawsett & Desanto-Madeya, 2013 
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NASN’s Assumptions

Ø Advances the well-being, academic success and life-long achievement, 
and health of students

Ø A dynamic profession that changes to meet the current needs

Ø School nurses are leaders in school health

Ø Uses critical thinking (nursing process)

Ø Focuses on the “school community,” (student,
family, staff, and community)

Ø Rooted in public health

Ø Grounded integrity, accountability, and responsibility for ethical 
practice
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(ASCD & CDC, 2014)

Whole School, Whole Community, 
Whole Child Model
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(NASN, 2016)
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(NASN, 2016)
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14(NASN, 2016)
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15(NASN, 2016)
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16(NASN, 2016)
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17(NASN, 2016)
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18(NASN, 2016)
https://www.nasn.org/research/everystudentcounts
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https://www.nasn.org/research/everystudentcounts
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How to Use the Framework

¨ Put it on your wall as a reminder
¨ Use it when speaking to administrators, 

policymakers,  and teachers
¨ Develop job descriptions
¨ Develop end-of-year job evaluations 

and job descriptions
¨ Provide it to student nurses
¨ Find balance in your work
¨ Identify areas for professional

development
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Care Coordination

• Increase SN 
participation on IEP 
teams

• Timely completion 

IHPs
• Identify students for 

partnerships

Leadership

• School level—
plan staff wellness 
health screening

• State level-

advocacy day 
attendance

• National level-
submit abstract

Quality 
Improvement

• Develop data 
dictionary

• Accurately input 

data 
• Compile and 

share reports. 
• Plan to attend 

NASN regional 
conference

Community/ Public 
Health

• Write a newsletter 
article--
immunizations

• Develop screenings 
schedule

• Conduct 
Surveillance

Standards of Practice

Goal: Consistently apply Standards to and for evidence-based practice in daily work. 

Activities: Read and refresh on standards, ethics. Visit nasn.org to review position documents. 
Review current state regulations. Review district policies. Plan and conduct staff trainings.

Created by Carolyn Duff (Maughan, Duff, & Wright, 2016)

20



11/15/22

11

Vermont Department of Health
Example from the North Central

Educational Service District, Wenatchee, WA

Putting the Framework into practice
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“'It doesn't happen all at once,' 
said the Skin Horse. 'You become. 
It takes a long time. That's why it 
doesn't happen often to people 
who break easily, or have sharp 

edges, or who have to be 
carefully kept.”

(Williams, 1922)
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Start where you are at…Identify one area to work on!
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