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Extent of the Opioid Crisis in Vermont

Pictured Above: Rolling Stone feature story in 
April of 2014

Pictured Right: National 
Geographic Feature Story 

on the most “Drug 
infested State”





FENTANYL



Vermont is one of the top 5 states for 
heroin use 

(by percentage of adult population)









Effect on Vermont Families
• The number of children in DCF custody increased from 982 to 1,323 in federal FY 

2016. 

• During 2016, 53% of children in DCF care under the age of 6 were in DCF care due 
to opioid use issues. 

• Termination for parental rights petitions increased 93% between 2011 and 2016 

• Petitions for ‘children in need of supervision’, increased from 553 to 1,070 cases 
between 2011 and 2016. 
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Outstanding Issues

• Altering Prescribing Practices
• Coordinated Statewide Prevention/Messaging 

Strategy
• Timely OD Data Collection 
• Treatment/Recovery



Large parts of the state do not have wait lists for treatment

Deaths from prescription opioids appear to be flattening

Naloxone is getting into the hands of those who need it most

Youth use is trending downward over time

Progress
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The number of Vermonters treated for opioid addiction 
continues to increase
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Alcohol Marijuana/Hashish Heroin/Other Opioids All Others

Source: Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Programs

Vermont Department of Health



Opioid Use Disorder Treatment Hubs
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Number of People in Hubs and Waiting for Hub Services Over Time

In Treatment Waiting

Vermont Department of Health

Source: Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Programs

The statewide number of people waiting for opioid use disorder treatment in 
hubs has trended downward over time; the number of people served in hubs 
has increased
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