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Management of Potential Human Exposures™ to Rabies 'H’H‘H‘

Was the patient bitten or had saliva directly
contact an open wound or mucous membrane?

YES
Bat: Wild:
Dog/Cat/Ferret: Livestock: potential contact raccoon, fox,
vaccinated or cow, sheep, horse, or found in skunk,
unvaccinated pig, goat bedroom while woodchuck,
sleeping wild carnivore
! ! | '
Report to the Did the animal exhibit : : :
e [Sealhlh S o s o i Is the animal available for testing?
Officer. suddenly?
* YES
Is the animal
available for Consult the _
observation or Consult the Health Con.wtact the Ral?les
testing? Health Department. Hotline to coordinate
rabies testing.

Department.

*Exposure is when saliva or
Consult the Health neural tissue from a confirmed
Department and a or suspected rabid animal is

veterinarian to introduced into bite wounds,

open cuts in skin, or onto

X mucous membranes. Wild

testing. mammalian carnivores not

available for testing should be

regarded as rabid.

Search for 24-72 hours.
Consult the Health
Department if the

animal cannot be found.

Did the animal
clearly exhibit signs

mof rabies?
Consult the Health

Department and a veterinarian
to coordinate rabies testing.

coordinate rabies

The species below will only be tested by
special arrangement with the Health
Department. They are rarely infected
with rabies and have not been known
to transmit rabies to humans.

v

Observe the animal for 10
days from the day of the
bite. If the animal is due

for rabies vaccine,

administer only after the Chipmunk  Shrew Prairie Dog
_ : Mole Gopher Vole
observation period.
Rat Muskrat Hamster
I Did the animal becomeill, Gerbil Squirrel Rabbit
} with signs suggestive of Mouse Guinea Pig  Opossum
rabies, or die during
e il s observation period? Questions? Call the Rabies Hotline at

considered non- m 1-800-4-RABIES (800-472-2437) or

the Vermont Department of Health
at 802-863-7240.

infectious at the
time of bite.
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Management of Potential Bat-related Rabies Exposures* N

Was the patient
around a bat?

4+

—ia

v

Was the patient a young
child alone in the room?

K

Can the patient say,

Was the patient bitten?

=

Was the bat in the same
room as the patient?

!

Thoroughly wash any wounds
with soap and water and, if
available, flush with virucidal
solution. Evaluate tetanus
vaccination status and update

if needed.

Has the bat been captured
for testing? Shots may be
delayed pending lab results.

Was the patient alert and
awake the entire time the

bat and patient were in
the same room?

—

o

“l know | wasn’t bitten”?

*Exposure is when saliva or neural
tissue from a confirmed or suspected
rabid animal is introduced into bite
wounds, open cuts in skin, or onto
mucous membranes. Wild mammalian
carnivores not available for testing
should be regarded as rabid.

v

Contact the Rabies Hotline to
coordinate rabies testing. Is the
test result positive for rabies?

YES

Questions? Call the Rabies
Hotline at 1-800-4-RABIES
(800-472-2437) or the
Vermont Department of
Health at 802-863-7240.
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Management of Potential Pet Exposures™ to Rabies m

Revaccinate immediately and have
the owner observe for 45 days.

If the animal becomes ill, with signs
suggestive of rabies, or dies during the
observation period, consult the Health

Department to coordinate rabies testing.

Immediately euthanize
the exposed animal.

If the owner refuses euthanasia, consider options:

Within 96 hours of exposure: Administer rabies vaccine
and enforce strict quarantine for four months (dog or
cat) or six months (ferret or livestock).

OR

Dogs and cats only: Before vaccinating, consult the
Health Department regarding the possibility of
prospective serologic monitoring for rabies antibodies.

If the animal becomes ill, with signs suggestive of rabies, Vaccinate the
or dies during the quarantine period, consult the Health exposed animal
Department to coordinate rabies testing. against rabies.

Questions? Call the Rabies Hotline at 1-800-4-RABIES (800-472-2437)
or the Vermont Department of Health at 802-863-7240.

*Exposure is when saliva or neural tissue from a confirmed or suspected rabid animal is introduced into bite wounds, open cuts in
skin, or onto mucous membranes. Wild mammalian carnivores not available for testing should be regarded as rabid.

Revised September 2018



	5B - Rabies Mangement for Human Exposures.GMRev_JC.GM_NK_JC
	Slide Number 1

	5C - Rabies Exposure Mangement for Bat-Related Incidents.GMrev_NK_JC
	Slide Number 1

	5D - Rabies Mangement for Pet Exposures.GMrev_JC
	Slide Number 1


