




































Legislative Bill Related to 
Substances 



Bills That Did Not Go Into Law 

H. 505- An act relating to the creation of the Drug Use Standards 
Advisory Board within the Vermont Sentencing Commission

• Passed by Legislature 

• Vetoed by the Governor (5/19/22) 

• Would have created a Drug Use Standards Advisory Board to set, for 
each regulated and unregulated drug, the benchmark personal use 
dosage and personal use supply 

• Goal was to prevent and reduce criminalization of personal drug use 



Bills That Did Not Go Into Law 

H. 548 – An act relating to miscellaneous cannabis establishment 
procedures

• Did not move forward within the Legislature 

• Would have eliminated the cap on THC level, set in original cannabis 
legislation at 60% 

• Because the bill did not progress, the cap remains in place 



Bills That Did Go Into Law 
• H. 46 – Act 115 An act relating to miscellaneous Department of Health 

programs

• Changes the ADAP name to Division of Substance Use Programs 

• Changes the Deputy for ADAP to a Deputy for VDH 

• Codifies Drug Disposal Kiosks in pharmacies with 10 or more businesses in 
the entire United States (or a mail in option)

• Enables VDH to share de-identified data with other child fatality review 
teams

• Allows the CME to report to federal prosecutors or prosecutors in other 
states 

• Establishes a working group on Services for Individuals with Eating 
Disorders in DMH



Bills That Did Go Into Law 

H. 711 – Act 118 An act relating to the creation of the Opioid 
Settlement Advisory Committee and the Opioid Abatement Special Fund

• Signed by the Governor on 5/16/22

• Creates the Opioid Settlement Advisory Committee

• Supported and Chaired by VDH 

• First meeting to be called before June 30, 2022



Bills that Passed in the Legislature; Not Yet to 
Governor for Action 

H. 728 - An act relating to opioid overdose response services

• Stipulates various studies and reports on MAT and Needle Exchange 
Programs 

• Creates an Overdose Prevention Site Working Group to identify the 
feasibility and liability of implementing overdose prevention sites in 
VT

• Asks the Working Group to develop an action plan for design, fit up 
and implementation of Overdose Prevention Sites in VT 



Bills that Passed in the Legislature; Not Yet to 
Governor for Action 

S. 188 - An act relating to regulating licensed small cannabis cultivation 
as farming

• Cannabis not regulated as farming 

• However, some exemptions will apply in relation to retail tax for 
inputs (eg equipment) 

• Cultivation authority given to the CCB with an option for study should 
federal laws change



Update on Education

Recovery and Revitalization

May 23, 2022



Funding Context

• Education recovery largely funded through Elementary 
and Secondary Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding

• Three tranches of ESSER funding, total about $433M, 
90% to districts, 10% at AOE

• Largest tranche, ARP ESSER, about $283M, comes with 
state and local planning requirements, mandatory set 
asides, and is primary source of funding for recovery 
efforts.

• ARP ESSER recovery work will conclude by September 
30, 2024.



Education Recovery Goals

• Address the negative impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on students:

– Academics

– Social and Emotional Needs

• Strengthen the organizational structure 
of the education and related social 
service delivery systems to better address 
student needs on a regional basis.



Metrics for Academics and SEL

• Academic Metrics

– Three grade spans, Primary, Middle, and High 
School with a focus on English/Language Arts and 
Math

– Using established benchmarks

• Social and Emotional

– Initial use of AHS metrics and then district referral 
data

– Staff wellness initiative with VEHI PATH

– Establishment of school climate survey by 2024.



Metrics for Organizational Change

• AOE District School

– All districts will have established systems 
currently in regulation (4), with initial focus 
on EST and Local Assessment

• AOE school improvement teams shift 
focus to district improvement teams.

• Coordinate state response with partner 
agencies and district recovery teams.



Planning Structure

• Internal – AOE Recovery Leads Team: 
coordinates recovery efforts across agency 
divisions and to bring strategic alignment to the 
work.

• External – Education Recovery Steering 
Committee: coordinates recovery efforts among 
education stakeholder groups and 
helps align state (10%) and local (90%) efforts.



Communications Plan

• Developed logic model to describe work as a series 
of projects.

• Formally launched state education recovery effort on 
5/20 with letter to field and related press release.

• Launched initial website structure "Education Recovery 
and Revitalization" on 5/20:

– Will become home page container for education 
pandemic response

– Will include all related content – e.g., transparency 
dashboards, local recovery plans, reports, etc., and

– Stories of recovery

https://education.vermont.gov/covid-19/education-recovery-and-revitalization


Discussion and Questions
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